2007 would be a favorable year for the Coconut Industry
Predicted Yield is 2935 Million nuts

Dr. T SG Pairis,
Principal Statistician, Head/Statistics Division, CRI

The Statistics Division of the CRI has predicted the distribution of annual coconut production during
Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct and Nov/Dec in 2007 would be 567, 477, 679, 451, 368
and 394 million nuts respectively, resulting the total production of 2935 million nuts (Fig. 1). Thisis
3.5% increase against the predicted value of 2866 million nuts for 2006.
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Fig. 1 Predicted national coconut production for 2007 (total = 2935 million nuts)

The main reason for the increase of production in 2007 is favourable rainfall distribution received
during January/February and August in ailmost all coconut growing areas. Further, better distribution
of rainfall during this period would have significant impact on the technologies adopted by the
growers. Thus we could expect more DC mills and coconut oil mill could operate during 2007. The
size and quality of nuts can not be predicted based on the available information and the Statistics
Division has been working on that aspect.

The observed national yield up to 4™ pick in 2006 in 2006 was 1974 million nuts compared to 1988
million nuts predicted yield during the same period. The percentage error of the predicted value was
0.7%. The comparison of the predicted and observed value for 2006 is shown in Figure 2.



700
M Predicted [ Observed

600
- 526
= 39
= > 462
k= 416
[2)
5 400 -
z

407
300
200 i T T T T T
JallFeb M ar/Apr M ay/Jun Jul/Aug Sep/Oct Nov/Dec

Fig. 2. Comparison of predicted and observed national coconut production in 2006.

The author would like to acknowledge the support given by the coconut growers and Coconut
Cultivation Officers in all CCB regions by providing yield records. If any grower is willing to
provide their data, please contact Dr. T S G Peiris (head_biometry@scri.lk).



